
 
 

 

 

 

 

Question #1:  What is the purpose of this document?  
Answer: This 5-page document explains the meaning of membership at Westminster; answers 12 

popular questions; and explains the process of becoming a member.  
 
Question #2: What is the meaning of membership?  
Answer: Here are a few ways to think about it:  
 

1. Membership means standing up in worship and confirming  
(1) your faith in Jesus Christ and  
(2) your loyalty to the Christian faith as expressed in the Apostles' Creed 

 

Many of us were baptised as babies. (If you weren’t, becoming a member of a church as 
an adult is when you would normally be baptized.) The Bible calls the church ‘the body 
of Christ.’ So when we affirm our Christian faith we are affirming our place in that 
body—a body whose head is Jesus. 
 

Further, the Christian faith and its basic tenants can be manipulated over time. So to 
guard against this, and to ensure we’re following the same faith as those early apostles 
and teachers, when we become members we are confirming our loyalty to the Christian 
faith as expressed in a faith statement called The Apostles’ Creed (listed below on page 
4). It is one of the most widely accepted statements of the Christian faith around the 
world regardless of denomination.  

 

2. Membership means you want to grow as a follower of Jesus.   
 

This is about “getting off the escalator,” so to speak, and taking proactive steps in your 
spiritual growth. And learning and growing alongside others, often unlike yourself (and 
sometimes like yourself) is a part of this growth. Through membership we are 
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nourished by worship, fellowship with others, and prepared for service in the world. 
And our presence is also a nourishment to others too. 
 

3. Membership is like saying ‘You can count on me’ as a part of this church 
 

More specifically, you can count on me to:  
 

 Place my trust/belief in Jesus Christ 
 Attend worship frequently 
 Have a caring spirit toward others 
 Contribute to building up the church through finances, prayer and service 
 Participate in “Sacraments”—The Lord’s Supper and Baptism 
 Try to grow as a Christian 
 Give the minister respect and encouragement  
 Recognize the authority of the elders 
 Promote the peace and prosperity of the congregation 
 Engage in Jesus’ ministry of love to a hurting world 

 

As you can see, church membership is a partnership. “You can count on me.” 
 
Question #3:  What privileges and responsibilities accompany membership?  
Answer:  Based on Question #2 it’s hard to evaluate the “privileges” of membership. It is truly a 

blessing from God to be a part of one of his congregations.   
  

But there are things in which only official members can participate.  Why “members only”?   
 

This is because these individuals have deliberately become one of Westminster’s partners 
and are fully aware of the meaning of membership.  
 

Most importantly, if the church is truly Jesus’ church (as opposed to just a social club), then 
it makes sense that those who participate in its key decisions are ones who have made a 
commitment to follow him, learn his teachings, and act in a way that is in line with our 
Leader. Can you imagine having a significant voice in a company if you didn’t believe in its 
values or president? Similarly, we can’t truly be Jesus’ church and make faithful decisions if 
those participating in and directing its ministry are not his followers. 
 

The things in which only members can participate are:  
 Electing ministers and elders;  
 Voting at congregational meetings on (certain) issues concerning the mission and 

welfare of the church;  
 The privilege of having their children baptised;  
 And the ability to hold marriages and funerals in partnership with the church at no 

charge.  
 

Question #4: I’ve been attending for a while do I have to become a member?  
Answer: Absolutely not. No one has to become a member. In fact, you’ll still be considered a part of 

the church family. Certain things like the right of choosing ministers and elders, voting on 
certain issues at congregational meetings, and Baptism are reserved for members.  But 
there is nothing wrong with serving and worshipping at Westminster without becoming a 
member. 
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Question #5:  Does becoming a member mean I’ll have to “do a bunch more” at the church?  
Answer:  Here I would encourage you to read over the answers to Question #2. Each person has to 

decide how they will live out their faith for themselves; no one can do that for you.  I simply 
suggest you reflect on the membership questions (Question #9) and give it prayerful 
consideration. Each person has different gifts and different things going on in their life. So 
this is really up to each person. And yet, if one of the meanings of church membership 
means “you can count on me,” this obviously means that you will be somehow active in the 
life of the church. For some it’s helping in the nursery, or being a part of a prayer ministry, 
or serving in some other way. It will vary from person to person. 

 
Question #6:  What if I want to stop being a member?  
Answer:  If after prayerful consideration you decide you would rather not be a member (after you 

already are one) all you have to do is tell the minister and he will remove your name from 
the congregational member list at their next elders meeting.  (“Session” is the group of 
elders, elected by the congregation, who meet monthly to oversee the well-being of the 
church.)  But even after this happens you are still welcome to participate in the life of the 
congregation. 

 
Question #7:  Can you tell me directly how money works? Is there an amount I’m supposed to give? 
 Each person should contribute financially to the church. But how much? Since this is asked 

a lot, we’ll spend a bit more time on this one. Here’s some background:  
 

Tradition has suggested 10% of household income. That is called a “tithe”—i.e. the first 
10% given for holy purposes. Today, some people use a “modern tithe” which is 5%. The 
thought behind that is that since we are in a more modern society and many of our tax 
dollars go toward helping others through hospitals and education, we can give less to the 
church. There is some merit to this view as well.  

 

It’s also to know this as well: Westminster is 100% self-supporting. This means that with 
the exception of some rental income from other groups using the building (about 10%), it 
all comes from the congregation. There is no “head church” somewhere that sends 
Westminster money. Your givings pay for programs, the building, the bills, the minister, the 
music director, the youth and education coordinator, and everything else. On Sunday, look 
around: What you and everyone else give in the plate pay for everything. 
 

Here’s the bottom line: At Westminster, we are not legalistic about money. Each person and 
family should pray about their circumstances and give thoughtfully in response to the 
goodness God has shown in their lives. The minister doesn’t know how much people give, 
and you won’t be treated differently based on how much you give.  
 

Sound advice is to shoot for 10%---but not to be legalistic about it. Some will give more, 
some less. Each family needs to take their giving seriously; but ultimately it is between 
them and God. Giving is a discipline that takes time. As one pastor says, “God doesn’t want 
to get your money; he just doesn’t want your money to get you.” If you give 4% now, 
perhaps move to 5% next year etc. Make it a part of your growth. God is good; he provides; 
and we are invited to use what we have been given for the building up of God’s church.  

 
Question #8:  Okay, so I want to join.  What do I do and what is expected of me?  
Answer:  First, simply speak to the minister.  (It should also be said that membership as an adult 

works on the assumption that you have been baptised.  If you haven’t been, it is customary 
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that you are baptised at the same time you are welcomed into membership; it’s pretty 
amazing when it happens as an adult!)  
 

All inquirers will attend two get-togethers called “New Members Gatherings.” There the 
minister will discuss the meaning of membership (see Question #2) and membership 
questions (see Question #9). Then if you want to proceed you will be welcomed into the 
congregation during a service on a Sunday morning. It is a relaxed and welcoming process. 

 
Question #9:  What are the membership questions?  
Answer: Here are the two membership questions.  They are discussed at the New Member Meetings 

and are asked of the new members during a Sunday morning service.  
 

1. Do you desire, in dependence on the Holy Spirit, to mature as a Christian in the church, to 
seek the guidance of Christ as you listen for his Word, to celebrate his death and life at the 
table he provides, and to engage in his mission to the world? 
 

2. Do you affirm the historic Christian faith as it has been handed on to us in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed? 
 

(The Apostles’ Creed is one of the most widely accepted statements of Christian faith all over 
the world, accepted by Protestant churches and the Roman Catholic Church.  Here it is in its 
entirety.  Special note: the word “catholic” in this context does not mean “Roman Catholic.”  It 
simply means “universal”)  

 
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 
Question #10: I want to join, but I’m a member at another church.  What happens then?  
Answer: If you are moving from another congregation simply call them and request a “transfer of 

membership.”  They will send the transfer certificate to Westminster.  It’s as simple as that.  
Upon receipt, you will be welcomed into membership at a service on Sunday morning.  (It 
should be noted that some denominations, like Anglican churches, don’t have the same 
membership process, so this may seem unfamiliar.)   
 

Alternatively, you can just participate in the new members’ meetings, and let your former 
congregation know that you’d like to be taken off their membership list.  
 

Either way, if you attended a congregation that is not Presbyterian, it is a good idea to 
attend the membership gatherings simply to get an orientation to this particular way of 
living out the Christian tradition.  But based on your background perhaps this is 
unnecessary.  Just speak to the minister about it.  

 
 



 5 

Question #11: Does joining the church mean that I’m now a “Presbyterian”? 
Answer:  People often say “I’m Presbyterian” or “I’m United” or “I’m Anglican” or “I’m Evangelical” or 

“I’m Baptist” or “I’m Roman Catholic.”  The reality, however, is that all of these people are 
Christians.  This is the title that matters: Christian. The other titles are kind of like sub-titles 
that simply indicate which particular tradition you came from or are familiar with within 
the Christian tradition.  Feel free to call yourself whatever you want!  The important thing 
is that we are followers of Jesus Christ (Christ-ians) and members of his (very diverse) 
church.  

 
Question #12: What does “Presbyterian” mean?  
Answer:  “Presbyterian” comes from a Greek word in the Bible (presbyteros) and it simply means 

“governed by elders” or “of elders.” Although there was no one exact form of church 
structure in the New Testament, the Presbyterian model was certainly among those that 
are there.  It refers to how we give ourselves oversight in our congregations—by elders.   

 

Globally, Presbyterians are a part of what is called the “Reformed” tradition.  There are 75 
million Reformed Protestant Christians in 107 countries.  To read more about this tradition 
and its characteristics visit our website at: www.westminsterpc.ca.  In Canada there are 
about 1000 Presbyterian congregations from coast-to-coast. 
 

A few of the key characteristics of Presbyterians for the past several centuries have been: a 
focus on the grace (generosity) of God in Jesus Christ; shared local leadership; two 
sacraments (Baptism & Communion – also called the Eucharist or the Lord’s Supper); the 
centrality of the Bible, it’s study and preaching; learning; practicality; ethics; and doing all 
to God’s glory alone.  

 

 
Closing Thought 
 

So we hope this summary was helpful. There are other 
questions as well—and perhaps you have more—but 
these are some of the most popular. 
 
Hopefully you’ve figured out that it’s about a body. 
Jesus’ body. And us affirming our place within in. When 
we become a member at Westminster we are 
consciously saying that we place our faith in Jesus; that 
we want to grow as one of his followers; and that “you 
can count on me” as a part of a local church. 

http://www.westminsterpc.ca/

